
Living Media Music Trip 

Dates: June 9 – 17, 2015 

Living Media International is hosting a volunteer trip to Mizak, Haiti, focusing on using music 

as a tool for cross cultural artistic collaboration and creative education. All musicians, 

singers, and dancers who would like to participate are invited to register for this unique 

opportunity to use their skills through an international musical partnership that will foster 

artistic community development. By joining this team, members will contribute their 

expertise in diverse musical disciplines to the thriving environment of music and art that 

already is growing in the mountains of this rural area in Southern Haiti. With your help we 

hope to shine a light on the musical talents that are waiting to be discovered here and 

encourage other young Haitians to pursue music as a hobby or even a career. We will also 

provide opportunities for the entire community to come together to celebrate this music 

and produce recording that can be used to raise funds and raise awareness for other 

community projects.  

Activities:  

 Music workshops: Each participant will prepare a 2-3 hour workshop on their musical 

expertise to share with local students. The workshop could be on any subject related to 

music that is unique to your own skills and experience. Examples would be any introduction 

to a specific instrument, songwriting, a particular style of music or singing, a lesson in a style 

of dance, music as therapy, or any other topic related to music. Most students who will 

attend these workshops will be young adults who are already involved in various classes at 

Living Media and already have a basic introduction to a certain musical discipline. Members 

will also participate in a couple of workshops led by local Haitian artists to introduce them to 

some Haitian musical traditions. 

 School visits: Participants will visit a couple of local elementary schools to learn what 

the education system is like in this part of Haiti and to share some music with the children. 

Each guest musician will have the opportunity to perform one piece of music for the children 

either in an assembly format or in individual classroom visits.  

 Community Concert: Together with local musicians we will plan a concert and invite 

the community to come and enjoy a night of music and celebration. Participants will be 

encouraged to prepare pieces that will be able to be performed with other team members 

as well as the local musicians. Participants who have original songs that they can perform as 

well will be invited to share one or two during the concert. Children from the local schools 

will also be involved and encouraged to share their talents. Refreshments will be sold at the 

concert as a way to raise funds that will go back to support the community projects of Living 

Media International.  



 Collaborative Recording: Participants will be invited to donate an original song to be 

recorded for the purpose of creating a CD which will also be sold both locally and 

internationally as a fundraising tool. Music will be recorded in partnership with local music 

studio, Shark Bone Studios and once again, local musicians will be encouraged to be 

involved as much as possible and they will be invited to contribute original songs of their 

own. A contest will be held among local artists as well to provide cover art for the CD. 

Team Size: 6 -10 participants 

Team Leaders: Lee Rainboth and Andy Juhl 

Registration Deadline: March 15, 2015 

Registration Fee: $200 

Costs of Participation: Each participant will be required to pay a total of $1200 to take part in 

the trip. $200 will be required at the time of registration to secure the team member’s place 

and to ensure commitment for more effective planning. The remaining $1000 will be 

required two weeks prior to departure on May 26th. The $1200 covers all necessary fees for 

your time in Mizak, but airfare is not included. Each participant will be required to purchase 

their own airplane ticket by coordinating with the team leader to ensure that everyone is on 

the same flight into Port-au-Prince on June 9th. Depending on the team member’s departure 

location, most round trip flights from the US to PAP should be able to be purchased for $800 

or less. The $1200 cost of participation breaks down as follows: 

 $240 – Room and Board at the Living Media Guest House for 8 nights ($30 per   

 night, including meals) 

 $120 – In country transportation between Port-au-Prince and Mizak ($60 each   

 way) 

 $500 – Project fees (Includes preparations for the concert, studio fees, snacks   

 during workshops, etc.) 

 $150 – Administrative Fees (Living Media costs for preparations and    

 communications) 

 $115 – Local activity fees (Translators, Motorcycle fees, etc.) 

 $75 – Leisure Fees (Transport and recreation on Leisure Day) 

Project fees will be designated to the direct activities of the team as a priority. If there are 

project funds left over at the end of the trip, team members will have the opportunity to 

choose one of Living Media’s other valuable community projects to designate the remaining 

funds to. Examples of these could be construction projects at the New Life School, 

operational costs for music and art classes at the Learning Institute, or supportive funding 



for the Dreamers university program. Team leaders will be provided with a list of potential 

projects and the team can decide as a group which to support. Other fees that may not be 

included in the above list would be personal funds for things such as souvenirs and gifts or 

snacks during the days. Living Media maintains two art galleries in the area full of beautiful 

handcrafted items for sale and one-of-a-kind works of art. The team will also visit other 

shops on their leisure day in Jacmel and be offered a number of opportunities to support 

local artists and craftspeople with their business. So please plan accordingly for these types 

of activities. 

Preliminary Agenda: 

 Tuesday, June 9th: Arrive in Mizak and get settled in Guest House. Team   

  orientation and meeting with Living Media Staff. 

 Wednesday, June 10th: AM – Visit New Life School. PM – Workshops at LMI   

 Learning Institute. 

 Thursday, June 11th: AM - Visit National School of Mizak. PM – Workshops at   

 LMI Learning Institute 

 Friday, June 12th: AM – Workshops at LMI Learning Institute. PM – Rehearsal   

 and planning for concert. 

 Saturday, June 13th: During the day – Preparation of concert space. Evening –   

 Concert. 

 Sunday, June 14th: Leisure day in Jacmel – Visit art galleries, gift shops, walk   

 along the boardwalk, and go to the beach. 

 Monday, June 15th: Studio day at Shark Bone 

 Tuesday, June 16th: Studio day at Shark Bone 

 Wednesday, June 17th: Depart for PAP 

This agenda is written as a general guide with the acknowledgement that in Haiti, things are 

guaranteed to change and team members need to be flexible to those changes.  

Accommodations: Team members will stay at the Living Media Guest House in Mizak. The 

Guest House is conveniently located in the center of the community within walking distance 

to the National School and Shark Bone Studio where musicians will be recording. It is also 

nearby the local outdoor market and many other local landmarks worth visiting. The Guest 

House is set up to welcome visiting teams with 4 comfortable guest bedrooms each with 

twin beds for team members to sleep on. Modern bathroom facilities are also provided as 

well as a spacious outdoor courtyard and rooftop patio to relax on. Meals provided at the 

Guest House are prepared by skilled local chefs who will make sure you never go hungry and 



are experienced in preparing food for a variety of personal dietary restrictions. Purified 

drinking water will also be provided as team members are encouraged to keep hydrated in 

the tropical weather. Electricity will be available on a nightly basis for a few hours each 

night. 

About Mizak: Mizak is a rural community located in the southern mountains of Haiti. It is just 

12 km west of the city of Jacmel, which is considered the creative and artistic capitol of Haiti. 

Mizak has a population of about 20,000, and an elevation of about 1,600 feet. Most of the 

population make their living through subsistence farming and small businesses managed out 

of their homes or through the local market. It is also full of emerging artistic and musical 

talent through individuals who like the proximity to opportunities in Jacmel but prefer the 

more rural lifestyle and inspiration of the mountains. The agricultural sector is also active 

and thriving with a variety of fruit being produced such as mangoes, avocados, pineapple, 

soursop, and the region’s specialty: mandarins. The educational system includes two public 

elementary schools, one public high school, one catholic school, and numerous smaller 

private schools, including the New Life School, managed by Living Media. For post 

secondary education, young adults typically have to travel to the nearby community of 

Ridore or down to Jacmel for professional training, or to Jacmel or Port-au-Prince for 

university programs.  

 

How to Register: If you are interested in joining this team, please send an email to 

lmihaiti@gmail.com and we will respond to you with further details.  

  

 


